Today’s Theme

“You’re dead to me!”
May 2, 2021

1. We are prone to be self focused

Matthew 24:12 “Then they will hand you over to tribulation and kill you,
and you will be hated by all nations because of My name. And at that time
many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one
another. And many false prophets will rise up and mislead many people.
Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.

Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;
do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the
interests of others.

2 Timothy 3:1-5But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will
come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,
revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving,
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of
good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied
its power; Avoid such men as these.

Ephesians 6:12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

2. We are called to die to self

Luke 9:23-25 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake, he is the one who will save it. For what is a man profited if he
gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?

John 12:24-26Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He
who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep
it to life eternal. If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where | am,
there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor
him.

John 3:30He must increase, but | must decrease.

Galatians 2:20 | have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Col 3:3-10For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed
with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body
as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which
amounts to idolatry. For it is because of these things that the wrath of
God will come upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once
walked, when you were living in them. But now you also, put them all
aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your
mouth.

3. Focusing on THE Source is THE Answer

1 Timothy 6:16Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.

Matthew 17:2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone
like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.

Ex 33:18-20 Then Moses said, “l pray You, show me Your glory!” And He
said, “l Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will
proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and | will be gracious to
whom | will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom | will show
compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see
Me and live!”

I John 1:5 “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

John 4:10-14Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you living water.” ... “Everyone who drinks
of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that | will
give him shall never thirst; but the water that | will give him will become in
him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”

Ephesians 2:1-4... to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding
and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Col 3:2Set your mind on the things above, not on things that are on earth.

Hebrews 12:2 Fixing our eyes on Jesus...



Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and
| will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Revelation 22:1-5 “Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear
as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle
of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations. There will no longer be any curse; and
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will
serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the
light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine
them; and they will reign forever and ever.”

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that
has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

Messier 51: Whirlpool Galaxy

The nucleus of the Whirlpool Galaxy (M51). The location of the black hole at the center
of the galaxy. The cross was first interpreted as two dust rings circling the nucleus. It
was later determined to simply be foreground dust lanes silhouetted by the active
nucleus. Bright ionization cones can be seen extending perpendicular to the largest
dust feature. Image: NASA
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